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Studies that focus on the cultural construction of landscapes relate the biophysical world to a multitude 

of human intentions, in some cases emphasizing social organization around resource exploitation. This 

relationship situates people in circumstances, both physical and social, where decisions are made, social 

relationships negotiated, and collective and personal experiences formed. For those who spend much of 

their lives on the water, the seascape is a similarly complex social construct. This presentation explores 

some aspects of Newfoundland inshore cod fishers’ seascapes, addressing factors of cod fish ecology 

and technology, and the dynamic social organization that emerges on the inshore waters of Trinity Bay. 

By looking at similar factors of resource ecology and technology, it is possible to suggest ways in which 

the intangible seascapes of Dorset open-water seal hunters on the coast of Newfoundland may be 

expressed in material culture.
Bio: Patty Wells is a postdoctoral fellow in archaeology at the University of Western Ontario where she is 

researching the social organization of two Arctic Small Tool Tradition groups who inhabited Newfoundland, the 

Groswater and Dorset. Most of her fieldwork has been conducted within the Port au Choix National Historic Site 

on the northwest coast of Newfoundland. This region attracted marine resource harvesters almost continuously 

since the first people arrived on the island approximately 6000 years ago, and remains an important fishing 

community today. Her research has been focused on the remains of animals used for food and as raw material for 

the production of osseous tools in an effort to understand some of the unique ways groups have chosen to inhabit 

the region. She earned her PhD from Memorial University of Newfoundland (MUN), winning the Governor 

General’s Gold Medal, and continues as a Research Associate at MUN’s Institute of Social and 

Economic Research. She is presently principal investigator on a multi-disciplinary SSHRC Insight Grant. 


