
Postdoctoral Scholar position 

Area: Arctic Historical Climatology and Marine Ecology 
Duration: two years 
Start date: As soon as filled 
Salary: 60,000.00/year  

The Arctic Institute of North America at the University of Calgary is accepting applications for a 
Postdoctoral Fellow in historical climatology and marine ecology of the Arctic .  

Job Description: 
This is a two year Post-Doctoral research appointment to support the SSHRC funded project “Northern Seas: An 
Interdisciplinary Study of Human/Marine/Climate System Interactions in Arctic North America over the Last 
Millennium” 

Qualifications: 
Ph.D. in historical geography, environmental history, historical ecology/climatology or related field 
GIS expertise 
Ability to read Norwegian, Danish, and/or French an asset 

Application details:   
Contact: Dr. Maribeth S. Murray, Executive Director, Arctic Institute of North America, University of Calgary 
Tel: 403 220 7516 
Email: murraym@ucalgary.ca 
http://arctic.ucalgary.ca  

Please send applications by email to:  Maribeth S. Murray, murraym@ucalgary.ca 

Deadline for applications:   The position will remain open until filled. 
We will begin reviewing applications on December 14, 2015. 

Project Description 
This project is an interdisciplinary investigation of human/marine system interactions in the context of climate and sea 
ice variability over the past millennium. Geographic focus is transect of Arctic waters stretching from the Beaufort Sea 
in the west, through the Canadian Arctic Archipelago to the Labrador Sea in the east with emphasis on data rescue from 
historical written sources including ship’s logs and commercial whaling and sealing records dating to the past 400 years, 
and integration of these data with existing synthesis and summaries of paleoenvironment, regional climate, and sea ice 
evolution. 

Position Description 

We seek an applicant with a demonstrated research background in historical ecology or climatology and an expertise in 
GIS. An ability to read Danish and Norwegian would be an asset as is an interest in the fusion of historical data into 
model projections for planning and adaptation purposes that are related to sea ice and marine ecosystem services. The 
position extends for two years and offers a salary of $60,000 per annum. Applicants are asked to provide their 
curriculum vitae, a two-page letter describing their research accomplishments and future interests and three references.  
This position is supported by the University of Calgary’s Eyes High Postdoctoral Scholars program 
(http://www.ucalgary.ca/research/eyes-high-postdoc). Eyes High brings scholars together at the University of Calgary to 
promote discovery, creativity and innovation in research that will have global significance.  



About the University of Calgary 
The University of Calgary is a leading Canadian university located in the nation’s most enterprising city. The university 
has a clear strategic direction to become one of Canada’s top five research universities by 2016, where innovative 
teaching and groundbreaking research go hand in hand, and where we fully engage the communities we both serve and 
lead. The strategy is called Eyes High, inspired by our Gaelic motto, which translates to ‘I will lift up my eyes.’ 
  
To succeed as one of Canada’s top universities, where new ideas are created, tested and applied through first-class 
teaching and research, the University of Calgary needs more of the best minds in our classrooms and labs. We’re 
increasing our scholarly capacity by investing in people who want to change the world, bringing the best and brightest 
to Calgary to form a global intellectual hub and achieve advances that matter to everyone. 
 
About Calgary 
Named a cultural capital of Canada and one of the best places to live in the world, Calgary is a city of leaders – in 
business, community, philanthropy and volunteerism. Calgarians benefit from the strongest economy in the nation and 
enjoy more days of sunshine per year than any other major Canadian city. Calgary is less than an hour’s drive from the 
majestic Rocky Mountains and boasts the most extensive urban pathway and bikeway network in North America. 
 
All qualified candidates are encouraged to apply; however, Canadians and permanent residents will be given priority. 
The University of Calgary respects, appreciates, and encourages diversity. 


