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Welcome to the 3rd edition of the Kluane Lake 
Research Station (KLRS) Newsletter. We enjoyed a 
successful winter season and would like to thank 
the researchers and students who stayed with us. 
We are looking forward to a productive 2018 
summer field season and want to take this 
opportunity to update you on some of our new 
activities and initiatives.  

Staffing 
AINA is pleased to have Dr. Henry (Harry) Penn and 
Dr. Michael Moloney continuing their work as full-
time managers of KLRS. In addition to management 
duties, Dr. Penn is also engaging in a program of 
research at the station to examine sustainable 
energies and practices for KLRS, while Dr. Moloney 
has taken on responsibilities for education and 
outreach at KLRS as well as beginning a research 
program of environmental monitoring in the 
region. Harry and Mike will be the points of contact 
for all station-related matters as of now. 

We are excited to welcome back head chef Bob 
Reich for another season of delicious food and 
entertaining stories. Bob brought KLRS to new 
culinary heights last year and we received many 
compliments from happy (full-bellied) researchers 
and visitors. In addition, we are in the process of 
hiring an assistant cook for the season as well as 
several students to assist with station management 
and research. We are also working with Yukon First 
Nations, Yukon College and other Yukon-based 
organizations to recruit locally for the summer field 
season wherever possible. 

We would like to express our thanks to Michael 
Schmidt for his dedication to KLRS over the last few 
years, both as Science Coordinator and this past 
year as Yukon Coordinator. Mike has been 
instrumental in bringing new initiatives to KLRS and 
sharing KLRS information with the broader Yukon 

community. We look forward to continuing to work 
with Mike on earth science initiatives (ongoing and 
new) and are particularly excited about the 
continued opportunity to build out earth 
observation activities at KLRS with his expertise and 
support.  

Research and Education Advisory Committee 
We are pleased to formally announce the 
formation of the KLRS Research and Education 
Advisory Committee (REAC). The Committee first 
met in the summer of 2017 and has now ratified 
the Terms of Reference. The Committee will work 
with AINA staff to ensure that KLRS supports the 
best possible science and education, especially 
those which meet local, territorial, and national 
needs. We are working to plan a REAC meeting at 
KLRS during July 2018, coinciding with the open 
house. The list of Committee members is found at 
the end of this newsletter. 

Winter Operations 
This winter, KLRS supported two research groups; 
Dr. Rudy Boonstra and students/technicians from 
the University of Toronto, and a joint conservation 
ecology field school from the Yukon College and 
University of Alberta. Winter facilities have been 
upgraded to increase the capacity for heated 
accommodation and laboratory space, and for the 
first time, Wi-Fi and tele-communications were 
available throughout the winter. We are continuing 
to increasing our winter operational capacity, and 
to better meet the needs of researchers and 
educational groups who wish to conduct fieldwork 
during the winter. We welcome any input, 
particularly as pertaining to research infrastructure. 
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Spring Opening 
KLRS will open for full summer operations on April 
27, 2018. Currently, we have researchers and 
visitors staying with us through the summer until 
the end of September. Check online at 
arctic.ucalgary.ca for updates, and to book your 
stay at http://arctic.ucalgary.ca/make-klrs-
reservation. 

Road Signs 
We will install new road signs this summer to 
increase the visibility of KLRS from the Alaska 
Highway. Two signs will be installed, one coming 
from the south and one from the north, each 1km 
from the entrance road. These have been specially 
designed by the University of Calgary, and will 
feature reflective paint to increase nighttime 
visibility making it easier to find the Station. 

Open House 
KLRS will once again host its annual open house for 
visitors to enjoy scientific lectures from station-
based researchers as well as the world class 
appetizers of our chef Bob Reich. The Open House 
will take place in July 2018. Stay tuned for more 
information.  

Open House, 2017. Photo Credit: Dave Roberts

Open House, 2017. Photo Credit: Dave Roberts 

Northern Employment Training Program 
This summer we are embarking on a new early 
career scientist training program in partnership 
with the Churchill Northern Studies Center. This 
program will see student employees travel from 
station to station, spending one month working at 
each, in order to gain experience and training in 
different parts of Canada’s north and at different 
types of research facilities. This year, the program 
will be run as a trial with the longer-term goal of 
developing a collaborative certificate program that 
will equip students to work in remote research 
camps throughout the north. 

http://arctic.ucalgary.ca/
http://arctic.ucalgary.ca/make-klrs-reservation
http://arctic.ucalgary.ca/make-klrs-reservation
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Agriculture & Waste Management Study 
We continue to develop KLRS as a sustainable 
facility and location for research on renewables 
and sustainable agriculture for the north. This 
summer, a student research intern will design, 
develop, manage, and report on two relevant pilot 
projects with Henry Penn. The intern’s role will be 
to grow and manage kitchen garden crops for 
consumption and experimental production in our 
small outdoor beds, greenhouse, and in other 
locations around the station. Environmental 
conditions, arable inputs, and produce harvested 
will be recorded, both to begin to create a dataset 
of production for KLRS, and to compare this with a 
partner outreach and education project at the 
Robert Thirsk High School in Calgary. The intern will 
also manage organic waste to support our ‘zero 
impact’ target by designing several closed loop 
systems that convert waste outputs to agricultural 
inputs including composting, vermiculture, and 
mushroom cultivation. 

KLRS compost production. Photo Credit: Henry Penn

Canadian Network of Northern Research 
Operators (CNNRO) 
We continue to maintain active membership in the 
CNNRO, and Henry Penn was elected to the Board 
of Directors at the Annual General Meeting in 
December. Henry was also appointed Vice-
Treasurer, and is supporting the other CNNRO 
members to address and develop, in partnership 
with renewable energy working groups, best 
practices for environmental sustainability at 
research stations across the network. 

CNNRO Board of Directors, 2018. Photo Credit: CNNRO

INTERACT 
We also remain an active member of the INTERACT 
Network and a participant in the Transnational 
Access Programme. Maribeth Murray and Henry 
Penn participated the 3rd Station Managers’ Forum 
in Vahrn, Italy, 19-22 March 2018. In addition to 
discussing research station best practices and 
operational standards with the 45 meeting 
attendees from 15 countries, the Forum also 
included a workshop on Zero Emission Research 
Stations and a one-day planning effort for 
development of an INTERACT safety course. 
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INTERACT Station Managers Forum, Vahrn, Italy. 
Photo Credit: INTERACT

CyroNet: KLRS and the World Meteorological 
Organization 
KLRS is now part of the World Meteorological 
Organization’s (WMO) Global Cryosphere Watch, a 
global initiative to monitor and research cold 
climate and ice systems. While it has been a long, 
cold, and snowy winter (and spring!) here in 
Calgary, this has not been the case recently at 
KLRS, where temperatures have been within a few 
degrees of freezing and the snow is quickly 
disappearing. We know this thanks to the live data 
transmission from the new weather station, 
installed in the fall of 2017. We will have public 
access to the data from this weather station soon, 
so stay tuned! 

Fall at KLRS. Photo Credit: Dave Roberts

Additionally, we have made interesting progress in 
our assessments of the reliability of some high-

resolution weather and climate models, including 
those used to make future climate change 
predictions. The work we have done will facilitate 
interdisciplinary research geared towards 
increasing the reliability of  climate models and also 
ecological and biological risk assessments for future 
decades: a particularly important application in the 
rapidly warming northern latitudes. 

Our work on improving access to past and current 
scientific information derived from research 
supported through KLRS continues as we analyse 
both historic data records and develop a current 
metadata archive. The intent is to develop an easily 
accessible, interoperable geospatial platform for 
hosting and archiving data and metadata. 

Haines Junction Mountain Festival 2017 
AINA was pleased to once again support the Haines 
Junction Mountain Festival this past December, 
coinciding with the United Nations International 
Mountain Day (IMD). Guided by the IMD themes, 
the Haines Junction festival celebrates science, 
research, First Nations culture, and mountain 
culture in all its forms – outdoor recreation, 
workshops, arts, live music, films, dance and shared 
community meals. 

Haines Junction, IMD. Photo Credit: Bruce Binder 

http://globalcryospherewatch.org/
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The festival kicked off Friday evening at the St. Elias 
Convention Centre with dinner and music by Yukon 
musician Declan O’Donovan, followed by several 
mountain films, some shot in the St. Elias Mountain 
Range. 

Day 2 began at the Da Kų Cultural Centre with a 
community brunch, booths, art, mountain rescue, 
and photography exhibits throughout the building. 
The afternoon offered attendees a chance to listen 
to presentations on various topics including 
earthquakes, a solo attempt up Mt. Logan’s East 
Ridge thwarted by earthquakes, and subsequent 
mountain rescue. In addition, visitors were treated 
to a screening of the film “Journeys to Adäka” and 
the Festival’s premier event, the book launch of 
“Kwäday Dän Ts’ìnchi, Teachings from Long Ago 
Person Found” followed by presentations hosted by 
Champagne and Aishihik First Nations. 

AINA is very pleased to have supported this event 
through the sponsorship of the Saturday evening 
dinner and is looking forward to continued 
engagement in the Haines Junction Mountain Day 
in future years. 

AINA booth at Haines Jct. Mountain Festival. Photo Credit: Bruce 
Binder 

That’s it for this edition. We’ll be producing V2:N2 
at the end of the summer field season. As always 
please contact us with any questions or comments 
at arctic@ucalgary.ca. We look forward to an 
exciting summer at KLRS. 

KLRS REAC Members 
Luke Copland (University of Ottawa), Co-chair 

Kate Van Ballegooyen (Kluane First Nation), Co-
chair 

Brian Horton (Yukon College) 

LeeAnn Fishback (CNNRO) 

Morten Rasch (INTERACT) 

Norma Kassi (Arctic Institute of Community Based 
Research) 

Geraldine Pope (Kluane First Nation) 

Sheila Greer (Champagne and Aishihik First 
Nations) 

Aynslie Ogden (Yukon Government) 

Brian Moorman (AINA Board of Directors) 

Sophia Lavergne (University of Toronto) 

Ex-Officio: 

Maribeth Murray (AINA) 

Shawn Marshall (AINA) 

Michael Schmidt (AINA) 

Henry Penn (AINA) 

Michael Moloney (AINA) 

mailto:arctic@ucalgary.ca
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